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October 30, 1972 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DR. HENRY A. KISSINGER 

SUBJECT: Lacunae in the Draft Agreement 

I. AREAS NEEDING CLARIFICATION 

1. The current draft entitled, "Agreement on Ending the War 
and Restoring Peace in Vietnam, " contains the skeletal outline of an 
agreement which, if implemented with reasonable rigor, could produce 
the peace with honor long sought by President Nixon and his two 
predecessors in that office. A close analysis of the current text 

in light of the amply documented record of Vietnamese Communist 
behavior and performance over the eighteen years since Hanoi signed 
the Geneva Accords of 1945 and over the decade that has elapsed since 
Hanoi signed the July 1962 "Declaration on the Neutrality of Laos," 
nonetheless indicates that a prudent concern for allied interests -~ 
including those of the US as well as those of the GVN -- would suggest 
the desirability of making some modifications in the current draft. 

While these indicated changes would not, and should not, alter the 
present draft's basic structure of essential character, they would entail 
editorial emendation of some of the language now contained therein 
plus the addition of some language not now present. 

2. To call the present draft "a good beginning" would be a 
gross understatement. It is clearly much more than that. Indeed, it 
is an historic structure that is almost complete. Yet, despite its many 
admirable aspects, from the standpoint of allied interests the present 
draft has two sets of serious defects. Overall and throughout, there 

is a basic imbalance: the resp onsibilities and performance obligations 
of the allied side, particularly^ 1 US, are spelled out with far greater 
clarity, precision and rigor than the Communist side's responsibilities 
and performance obligations, especially Hanoi's. In all key areas 
(e. g. , troop withdrawal, non-interference, acceptance of future political 
developments), our commitments are explicit and reasonably concrete. 
Hanoi's commitments, by contrast, are generally couched in broad 
language that is allusive or elliptical, vague and often ambiguous. This 
linguistic imbalance, in turn, sets up a potential situation in which our 
compliance or non-compliance with our rather precisely defined obli- 
gations will be a relatively easy matter to check. By contrast, Hanoi's 
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future compliance or non-compliance with its much more generally 
phrased obligations will be far harder to check. The verification 
process involved where Hanoi is concerned will be much more open to 
debates whose conclusions will be greatly influenced by the weight one 
chooses to assign to the various possible interpretations, denotations 
or connotations of the vague and general language in which Hanoi's 
obligations are described. 

3. Secondly, there are four areas in whichihe language of the 
present draft would cause (and clearly has caused) legitimate concern 
to the GYN and should cause similar concern to us. These areas are 
the ones covering (1) North Vietnamese Army personnel and units now 
in South Vietnam, (2) the role and nature of the tripartite "National 

i Council of National Reconciliation and Concord", (3) South Vietnam's 

right to existence as an independent sovereign state, and (4) the 
arrangements for monitoring both sides' compliance with the provisions 
of any final agreement once the latter is signed. 

4. North Vietnamese Army Forces . Hanoi will, of course, 
strongly resist any endeavor to incorporate any reference to the 
195, 000-odd North Vietnamese Army troops -- including twelve NVA 
line divisions -- now physically present in South Vietnam. For one 
thing, Hanoi has never been willing to admit, formally or publicly, 
that there are any NVA troops in South Vietnam, Furthermore, Hanoi's 
whole political position and its pursuit of its basic political objectives 
are keyed to the concept that "Vietnam is one, " hence NVA troops in 
South Vietnam are, by definition, not "foreign. " The GVN, however, 
simply cannot ignore the presence on what it insists is its sovereign 
territory of close to 200,000 hostile troops that, by the definition of 
political reality essential to Saigon's vital interests, are part of an 
invading army that is unargueably "foreign. " The GVN also can, 

and will, contend that both its description of NVA forces as foreign 
invaders and its opposition to their continued presence on South 
Vietnamese territory are completely consistent with the heretofore 
unvarying policy of the United States Government, frequently and 
forcefully ennunciated by President Kennedy, President Johnson and 
President Nixon. The GVN, therefore, would find it almost impossible 
to acquiesce in a comprehensive peace agreement which turned a blind 
eye to the presence of NVA forces in South Vietnam. Inevitable GVN 
sensitivities in this sphere also will be intensified and reinforced by 
the current draft's provisions in the other three key areas of concern 
here discussed. 
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5. The "National Council of National Reconciliation and 
Concord 11 (NCNRC ). President Thieu can be flexible about many 
things, but one point on which it is politically impossible for him to 
bend without thereby fatally weakening his and his government's 
domestic political position is that of accepting the imposition of a 
"coalition government" by foreign fiat. We take the position, rein- 
forced by the oral comments of Hanoi's negotiators in private session, 
that the tripartite NCNRC is a figleaf to mask a major North Vietnamese 
concession involving Hanoi's virtual abandonment of the political 
claims of its southern organization. Whatever be the private comments 
of its negotiators, however, Hanoi's line on the NCNRC passed to its 
Party cadres and its public position on the Council's role is quite 
different (Pham Van Dong has termed it a "three-sided coalition of 
transition"). The modifications needed to adjust the draft's language 

on this point are few but in the GVN's eyes they are of great importance. 
One change the GVN will almost certainly insist is essential is the 
employment of the Vietnamese term "hanh chinh" at those places in 
the authoritative Vietnamese text where the authoritative English text 
uses the phrase "administrative structure" suggested by Hanoi. (As 
explained in the note sent to you on September 28, the term now used 
in the Vietnamese text can carry the connotation of "authority" or even 
"government. " The term "hanh chinh" has no such connotation. ) 

6. South Vietnam's Right to Exist . The language on reunification 
which appears at at least three separate places in the current draft 
(Article 1, Article 10 and Article 15-d) may strike us, and the rest 

of the world, as "motherhood language" ennun dating the kind of pious 
principle it is always safe to be publicly for and never necessary to be 
against. Hanoi and Saigon, however, will see this language in quite 
a different light. The GVN, with reason, will probably regard the 
present language as a cunningly baited trap; for if strictly and literally 
interpreted, that fenguage eliminates any South Vietnamese government's 
right to exist. The unamplified endorsement of reunification as an 
ultimate goal (Article 1) by itself may do little damage; but when taken 
in context with the current draft's language at two other places, the 
picture becomes quite different. First there is the explicit endorse- 
ment of the language of the 1954 Geneva Accords holding that the 17th 
Parallel is a temporary truce line, not an international boundary 
(Article 10). Then there is the express reference (Article 15-d) to the 
three countries of Indochina -- which in the context of this article are 
clearly Laos, Cambodia and a unified Vietnam. Any agreement whose 
language on the reunification issue says only this -- and nothing more -~ 
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turns a blind eye to the fact that there are now two geographically 
distinct Vietnamese governments -- north and south -- and thus 
denies one of them, the unmentioned one, the legal right to existence. 

7. Hanoi, of course, has an historical point, though not quite 
the one it or its foreign supporters claim. The 1954 Geneva Accords 
had many serious defects, of which the language regarding the 17th 
Parallel's status was one of the worst. In the summer of 1954, it was 
universally (but wrongly) assumed that the Communists would inevitably 
soon gain control over all of Vietnam, that resistance to the inevitable 
by non-Communist Vietnamese under the aegis of someone called 
Ngo dinh Diem, a virtual unknown recently plucked from a Belgian 
monastary, was foredoomed to early and total failure. Consequently, 
the tightness of the Accord's language and implications of its pro- 
visions were thought to be of little real consequence, especially since 
to/many of the Geneva Conference's participants -- and both of its 
principals (France and the DRV) -- the real object of the exercise 
was to evolve a face-saving formula to cover the withdrawal of the 
defeated French. Furthermore, the final drafting and negotiation of 
the 1954 Accord's provisions was rushed to completion to meet the 
self-imposed public deadline of then French Premier Pierre Mendes- 
France, with results that we should all remember. The careless language 
of the 1954 Accords, however, actually laid the groundwork for eighteen 
years of subsequent struggle and untold human misery, something we 
should also all remember. The GVN, in particular, will see no 
cogent reason why demonstrable defects in the 1954 Accords should 
be repeated or embodied in any 1972 agreement. Saigon will regard 
the point here involved as crucial -~ as to Saigon it clearly has to be. 
Hence, it will want to insist strongly with reason, that at a minimum the 
present language be amplified with some additional language that need 
not diminish endorsement of the concept of reunification as an ultimate 
goal but does explicitly acknowledge the fact that the people of South 
Vietnam have the right to live under their own separate government 
so long as that is their free choice. 
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8. Inspection and Enforcement Provisions . Another area in 
which the record of the past eighteen years underlines the need for hard 
headed realism and careful drafting is that of setting up the mechanism 
through which compliance with any Indochina agreement is to be monitored 
and complaints from either side about the other* s non-compliance ajudicated. 
The International Control Commission (ICC) mechanism established by the 
1954 Geneva Accords, to which the signers of the 1962 "Declaration on the Neu- 
trality of Laos" assigned responsibility for monitoring compliance with 

the 1962 Laos agreements, has clearly not worked. Indeed, its almost 
two decade record of ineffective impotence has made the ICC virtually 
an obscene joke. This has been true in Laos and Cambodia as well as in 
the two Vietnams. In 1962, the DRV -- along with the other Declaration 
signatories solemnly undertook "in particular" (in Article 2) that it 
would not: 

-- "introduce into the Kingdom, of Laos foreign troops or 

military e- r military personnel in any form whatsoever, nor . . . 
in any way facilitate or connive at the introduction of any 
foreign troops or military personnel" [sub-clause (g)] 

"Establish . . . nor in any way facilitate or connive at the 
establishment in the Kingdom of Laos of any foreign military 
base, foreign strong point or other foreign military installa- 
tion of any kind. " [sub-clause (h)] 

*•• "Use the territory of the Kingdom of Laos for interference in 
the internal affairs of other countries. " [sub-clause (i)] 

The DRV’s sole gesture of compliance with these solemn promises -- 
couched in language even more emphatic and explicit than that appearing 
in the current draft of the new agreement here considered -- was to rotate 
twelve North Vietnamese Army troopers through an ICC check-point. The 
ICC mechanism set up in the 1954 Accords has stood mute in paralyzed 
impotence in the face of all else the DRV has done in Laos over the past 
decade. The ICC t s track record in Cambodia and, above all, in South 
Vietnam has been no better. 

9. A large part of the blame for the current ICC r s sorry record 
can of course be assigned to the way in which India has seen fit to dis- 
charge her responsibilities as Chairman. But even had India chosen to 
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act objectively and in good faith, the current ICC would still have been 
hamstrung by two basic flaws in its structure: the limitations on its 
freedom of movement and the requirement that it operate under a rule of 
unanimity. Both of these flaws are repeated in the language of the cur- 
rent draft. The former, by the unamplified requirl^tfiat the new ICCS 
•'shall carry out its tasks in accordance with the principle of respect 
for sovereignty 11 (Article 13e). The latter, by explicit statement (Article 
13 f). Taken together, these limitations imposed in the current draft 
undercut any realistic hope that the new ICCS this agreement sets up will 
be any more effective than its predecessor established at Geneva in 1954. 

10. From the standpoint of allied interests, particularly GVN 
interests, the defects in the current draft* s language in the new inspection 

and supervision mechanism reinforce the problems created by that draft* s silence 
with respect to NVA forces now in South Vietnam. It could be, and has 
been, argued that the draft* s silence with respect to these NVA forces in 
the South has little practical significance since other portions of the 
agreement will deprive these forces of their Laotian and Cambodian 
sanctuaries and, above all, their Ho Chi Minh trtiiAl lifeline of support 
through Laos. Given the record of the past eighteen years, however, 
and particularly given North Vietnam* s flagrant and systematic violation 
over the past decade of the similar provisions of the 1962 Laos "Declara- 
tion, " the GVN has considerable legitimate ground for considering any such 
line of argument as transparent sophistry, if those "other provisions" of 
the current draft agreement are not backed up by an inspection mechanism 
that has some realistic chance of being effective. 

11. The present draft calls for a four member ICCS. With an 
even number of members, half appointed by each side, the practical 
difference between operation under majority rule versus unanimity rule is of cours 
negligible (since a 2-2 split estops action). What is clearly required, if 

the agreement's inspection provisions are to have much practical import 
in the real world, is a five man commission operating under majority 
rule. The Communists, incidentally, are already telling their cadre that 
the agreement does call for a five man ICCS Commission (Poland and 
Hungary for their side, Canada and Indonesia for ours, , with a fifth 
member who will also serve as chairman to be chosen by mutual agree- 
ment among the other four). Thus Hanoi clearly has no great difficulty 
with accepting a five member commission. It probably has resisted and 
will strongly resist any endeavor to have any such five member commission 


TOP SECRET 


Approved For Release 2004/06/14 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000400090034-8 



Approved Forftatease 2004/06/14 : CIA-RDP8ORO172OB0OO4OOO9OO34-8 


TOP SECRET/ 


6 ■ a 


operate under majority rule; but surely the last eighteen years make it 
abundantly clear that without majority rule any such commission -- no 
matter who its members may be -- is doomed to being more decorative 
than functional. Hanoi would probably also resist (and doubtless has 
resisted) any language giving such a commission -- particularly any 
commis sion with an odd number of fairly picked members operating unde 
majority rule — freedom of movement and access to locales of the com- 
missions choosing. Once again, however, the grim record of the past 
eighteen years makes it crystal clear that any such commission has to 
have such freedom of movement or else the lofty language establishing 
it will be rendered nugatory. 
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II: SUGGESTED TEXTUAL MODIFICATIONS 


12. Attached to this memorandum is a copy of the current draft 
text with suggested language modifications or additions written at the 
appropriate places in green ink. In my personal opinion, these changes 
and modificatons, collectively, would take care of the problem areas 
discussed above. They were drafted with an eye to doing no damage 
whatsoever to the current draft's basic structure and the least possible 
damage to its text. They were also drafted, however, on a principle 
that applies universally to all hard bargaining situations -- private, 
business or official -- namely that one will never get anything from a 
determined negotiating adversary aggressively protecting his interests 
that one does not expressly insist on getting. These suggested changes 
may constitute more than we can get; but we will never get more than 
we ask for. Hanoi's initial response to all of them will probably be one 
of indignant outrage and adamant refusal. Hanoi's ultimate response, 
however, will hinge on matters discussed in this memorandum's next 
section. 


IH: THE CHANCES OF OBTAINING IMPROVEMENTS IN THE 

LANGUAGE OF THE CURRENT DRAFT: PROBABLE RISKS VERSUS 

PROBABLE GAINS ” ” 

13. At this writing, Hanoi is clearly trying a squeeze play keyed 
to its public surfacing of a generally accurate summary of major portions 
of the current draft agreement. Hanoi is pushing the line that peace is 
but a US pen stroke away. An agreement exists (according to Hanoi) 
which President Nixon himself has endorsed; thus the only possible obstacles 
to peace are the bad faith ("lack of serious good will") of the US and/or 
the stubborn obstinancy of its puppet, Nguyen van Thieu. If the US does 
not go through with the agreement it has already accepted, so Hanoi's line 
runs, and sign the agreed text without any persiflage about further changes, 
the war will continue and the responsibility for its continuing will rest 
entirely on the US and/or (again) its puppet Thieu. Some of this is un- 
doubtedly bargaining bluff of a type familiar to anyone who has ever engaged 
in personal business negotiation such as that involved in, say, buying a 
house -- the international diplomatic variant of the classic real estate 
salesman's gambit that the owner is leaving town tonight, he will not 
accept any further changes in the contract and if that contract is not signed 
this afternoon, the whole deal is off. Any US decisions on just what further 
textual changes to press for and how hard to press, however, will obviously 
be influenced by your and the President's assessment of just how much Hanoi 
is bluffing. 
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14. There are a number of circumstantial signs which collectively 
suggest that Hanoi’s current public posture contains a very large element 
of bluff, though this thesis cannot be proved beyond reasonable doubt by 
hard evidence. The whole pattern of Hanoi's post-August behavior suggests 
that in late August or early September the Lao Dong Politburo went through 
the anguish of a basic bidding review, which led to the conclusion that the 
DRV could not indefinitely sustain the totality of pressures to which it was 
then subject and the basically adverse trends then evident in most (if not all) 
major aspects of the total current situation. The Politburo (under this 
hypothesis) therefore resolved to see what could be done to alleviate some 
of these pressures via negotiations. This decision, in turn, produced 
Hanoi's late September nibbles in the private Paris sessions and then its 

8 October draft proposals. 

15. Hanoi's supporters, if not its actual negotiators, probably 
have advanced or soon will begin advancing (at least by indirect implication) 
the argument that the tabling of the 8 October proposals, with all that has 
flowed therefrom, reflects the emergence of a "peace faction" in the Hanoi 
Politburo. Once advanced, this argument will be promptly elaborated to 
incorporate the added thesis that the hold and/or position of these Politburo 
"doves'* is tenuous and precarious, that unless their hand is quickly streng- 
thened by a "forthcoming" US response embodied in appropriate US conces- 
sions, the Politburo "hawks" will soon regain control and any chances for 
an early peace thereby go a glimmering. Such a line of argument -~ 
whatever be its superficial plausibility --is intrinsically suspect because 

it goes directly against the grain of everything we know about the way the 
Politburo's members, think, act and perceive political reality. It is most 
unlikely that there are any "doves" on the Politburo or any "peace faction" 
therein in the sense of persons questing for peace as an intrinsic end in 
itself (i. e. , a diM an sich) . Indeed, ever since the inception of the current 
phase of the Indochina struggle, or at least our direct involvement in it, 
perhaps the prime obstacle to settlement has been the fact that we have 
been questing for peace while Hanoi has been questing for victory. As the 
last two portions of its 26 October statement clearly indicate, Hanoi is 
still questing for victory. 

16. The goals and ultimate objectives of dictatorships are seldom 
hard to discern since their leaders are usually quite candid in openly describing 
them. (Hitler's Mein Kampf is a classic example.) The problem is that 

such dictatorships' adversaries or putative victims, particularly when the 
latter are Western liberals, usually refuse to believe that the language in 
which such goals or objectives is expressed "really means" what it actually 
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says and, instead, tend to dismiss it as "rhetoric". ( Mein Kampf is 
also a classic illustration of this point. ) There is no mystery or secret 
about Hanoi's goals and basic objectives. They have often been spelled 
out, always consistently, most recently in that very 26 October state- 
ment which publicized Hanoi's version of the current 
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peace agreement. These basic goals and objectives of the DRY, toward 
which all DRV policies are oriented, are (in Hanoi's own 26 October 
words): "to liberate the south, to defend and build the socialist north, 
and to proceed to the peaceful reunification of the country". 

17, Basic Politburo debates have always been debates over 
strategy, tactics and priorities -- never goals. Since the temporal 
sequence of two of these three basic goals -- liberation of the South and 
reunification --is dictated by logic in a way that precludes meaningful 
debate (liberation is logically prior to reunification), the real basic Politburo 
debate has always been the priority ranking of the goal of liberating the 
south as opposed to that of defending and building the socialist north. 

In theory, these goals are co-equal and should be simultaneously pur- 
sued. The problem arises, however, when events make it unargueably 
clear that they cannot be simultaneously pursued and hence pursuit of 
one must, at least for a time, take precedence over pursuit of the other. 

This was apparently what happened August or early September, In any 
such a basic Politburo debate, the protagonists are not "hawks" versus 
"doves" but -- instead -- "southern struggle firsters" versus "northern 
base firsters". The leader of the southern struggle faction has always 
been Le Duan; the leader of the northern base faction, Truong Chinh. 

(As we have noted in other memoranda, the intensity and character of 
this basic priority debate is further influenced by the fact that Le Duan 
now holds what used to be Truong Giinh's post of First Secretary 
(unless there has been a change in recent weeks), a post Truong Chinh 
lost because of his identification with another basic party policy that 
did not work out as planned, namely the 1953-1956 "Land Reform" 
program. ) ■./ - A; 

18. The whole pattern of Hanoi's behavior since mid -September, 
plus the fact that Le Duan seems to. have dropped at least temporarily 
out of sight, suggests that the "northern base firsters" have won at 
least this round of the basic priority debate and are now in the saddle. 

They are no more doveish, or less hawkish, than the "southern struggle 
firsters", but they do -- obviously -- order their basic priorities 
differently. If this reasoning is valid, it yields two highly germane 
corrollaries: 


(1) The Politburo is itself anxious to obtain a cessation 
of allied military pressure, particularly that directed against the north. 

(2) The portions of the draft text about which Hanoi 
really feels strongest, and -- hence -- will most strongly resist any 
attempted change, are those portions of the text which touch or bear 
directly on the situation in North Vietnam. 
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19. It must be recognized that the above analysis is based 
largely (though not entirely) on circumstantial evidence. It seems to 
me to square far better with the observed facts of Hanoi's behavior 
than any competing alternative, but I would be the first to admit that 
this does not prove it is valid or right. Nonetheless, if it is valid, 
three conclusions follow: First, Hanoi's current public posture con- 
tains a very large element of bluff. Second, the current draft agreement 
contains or will soon lead to things the present Hanoi leadership very 
much wants, i.e., a cessation of destruction in the North followed by 
economic aid to help in the reconstruction process. Third, while there 
is certainly no assurance that Hanoi will seriously entertain -- let alone 
accept -- our proposed textual changes, these changes all affect 
matters which (under the above analysis) fall into the current Hanoi 
leadership's second and not its first class of priorities. Hanoi ob- 
viously has bargained hard and will continue to do so. It will obviously 
try to squeeze everything it can out of the final settlement. But the 

fact that the changes we want fall in areas the present Hanoi leadership 
considers of less importance than the areas not touched by these changes 
gives us a certain amount of bargaining leverage that we can exploit. 

20. There is also one other point of a different order than 
those just discussed, but nonetheless a point that should not be lost 
sight of. If the past two months' shift in Hanoi's negotiating strategy 
does indeed reflect a shift in Politburo power relationships, the new 
leadership -- particularly Truong Chinh --is not going to be too averse 
to any developments that denigrate the old -- particularly Le Duan -- 
provided no interests vital to the new leadership are sacrificed in the 
process. The Politburo and its negotiators have a delicate line to 
walk here. Obviously they will try hard and genuinely to get the best 
deal they possibly can for their southern organization -- Le Duan's 
creation. Still, if its interests have to suffer in the final settlement, 
this can always be blamed on the erroneous strategies adopted by the 
"southern struggle firsters", i.e., Le Duan, when they were calling 
the tune. The blame, hence, need not be accepted by those in Hanoi 
who approve the final settlement, including any further language changes. 
Instead, it can be deflected to those whose errors created a situation 
that made a negotiated settlement necessary. 


IV. POSSIBLE TACTICS 


21. If it is decided to push for modification and changes in the 

current text along the lines here suggested, the following tactics might 
help facilitate achievement of this objective. 
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ft. Hanoi will clearly remain adamant (as any good 
bargainer would in an adversary negotiation) so long as it thinks we 
are under the time pressures of a fast approaching deadline. There- 
fore, the first hurdle we need to get over is 7 November .-- not in the 
sense that no further discussion should take place before 7 November 
but in the sense that Hanoi should be made to believe that while we 
will move to settlement as quickly as possible, we are not tied to any 
calendar date but are adamant on having the final agreement's 
language incorporate certain changes from the present draft that we 
consider essential. Hanoi will bluster, but since the last thing Hanoi 
wants is four more years of an unfettered President Nixon, the pressure 
engendered by such a US posture would be considerable. 



b. If our analysis of the rationale behind Hanoi's 
current course of action is correct, the thing the present Politburo 
leadership is most anxious to achieve is a diminution of physical 
attacks against North Vietnam, i.e., the bombing. The Vietnamese 
Communist leadership does not respond as we would to conciliatory 
gestures -- these, instead, are almost invariably regarded by Hanoi 
as a sign of weakness on the part of those who extend them. If Hanoi 
can get the bombing appreciably eased by the simple expedient of 
talking, its inducement to be forthcoming on issues blocking final 
settlement will be proportionately and appreciably reduced. Thus, 
bombing program constitutes something through which signals of the kind 
Hanoi is most likely to understand can be pointedly conveyed. 

c. Our posture in tabling and insisting upon the 
linguistic changes we want can perhaps best be one of polite obduracy. 
With respect to the changes bearing on the status of the NCNRC Com- 
mission, we can simply (and accurately) insist that our changes do 
nothing but conform text to what both sides have orally agreed is 
common intent. The changes giving South Vietnam a legal right to 
existence are trickier, but they can be defended as an insistence on 
describing current reality, not a quest for future advantage. The re- 
quested changes in the mechanics of inspection and supervision can be 
justified as necessitated by the record of Hanoi's behavior over the past 
eighteen years. Language on the NVA forces in South Vietnam will be 
the hardest of all to get accepted; but here we can simply be adamant 
on the agreement's reflecting current reality and guage from Hanoi's 
negotiators' reactions how willing they might be to swallow this bitterest 
of pills in order to get the other things they want. 



George A. Carver, Jr. 
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[OPT JON FOIl TWO PARTY SIGNING] 

A OH IO <1 M JIT] r J ( )N K M 1 ) IN G _T 1 I E WA R 
AND 

RESTOR IN' ‘ PEACE IN VIETNAM. 

The Government of the United States of America, with the 
concurrence of flic Government of the Republic of Vietnam; 

The Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, with 
the concurrence of the Provisional Revolutionary Government of the 
Republic of South Vietnam; 

W th. a view to ending tire war and restoring peace in Vietnam 
on the basi s of respect for the Vietnamese people's fundamental 
national rights and the South Vietnamese people 1 s right to self- deter- 
mination, rjmTTto” contributing to the consolidation oJ peace in A si. a ~ ^ 
and the world; 

Have agreed on the following provisions and undertake to respect 
and to implement them: 
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[OPTION FOR FOUR PARTY SIGNING] 

AG FF E M ENT ON ENDING THE WA R 
AND 

RESTORING PEACE IN VIETNAM 

The Government of the United States of America and the Gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Vietnam with the concurrence of those 
other countries allied with them on the one hand, and the Government 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of South Vietnam, on the other hand; 

With a view to ending the war and restoring peace in Vietnam on 

the basis of respect for the Vietnamese people' s fundamental national 

P»I*V < <* 1 cUoi'tC 

rights and the South Vietnamese people's right to self-detcrmlnatio]!^^ - — j 
and to contributing to the consolidation of peace in Asia and the world; 

Have agreed on the following provisions and undertake to respect 
and to implement them: 
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Chnpter I 

THE V I E T NAM1 .C S E PE O P T , E 1 S 
FUNDAMENTAL N ATIONAL RIG HTS 

Article 1. - The United States respects the independence, 
sovereignty, unity, and territorial integrity of Vietnam as recognized 
by the 1904 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. 

~TVx«. <M*'I H* "Dcmou'a.Rt 

a f + V»t people <s-f . S<j>ofln \/ 1 ' ei h a.)*) c|tf trrr\ L 
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Chapter II 

C ESSATION OF J IOST.T.I ,1 TECS - W IT] JDR_AW A.L OF TROOPS 

Article 2. - A ceasc.f i r e shall bo observed throughout South 

Vietnam as of hours (Indochina time), on , 1972, i. c. 

hours G. M. T. , on , 1972. 

At the same hour, the United States will stop all its military 
activities against the territory of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
by ground, air ai .1 naval forces, wherever they may be based, and 
end the mining of the territorial waters, ports, harbors, and waterways 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. The United State* will remove, 
permanently deactivate or destroy all the mines in the territorial waters, 
ports, harbors, and waterways o; North Vietnam as soon as this agree- 
ment < > o ( * s into e f f e c t , 

The complete cessation of hostilities mentioned in this Article 
shall be durable and. without limit of time. 

Article 3. - The Parties undertake to maintain the ceasefire and 
to ensure a lasting and .stable peace. As soon as the ceasefire goer; 
into effect; 

a) .1 he Mailed Mutes Joiv.r.: and (hose of the other foreign 
conn! i ica allied w i ! 1 1 llie United , Slides and with Iho Republic of Vietnam 
sh.il! i i‘! i i.i ill Mi (’lace p e 1 1 < 1 i 1 1 y I 1 1 e i I 1 1 1 1 1 e l i i e ) 1 1 a I i o n i > I (lie plan i > ( I r o 1 1 j j 
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withdrawal, The J : 'our - Party Joint TvIi.lH.ary Comm i s sion described in 
Article. 1 1 shall detern ri no the modalities. 


to) 'flic armed forces of the two Soutli Vietnamese parties 
shall remain in-place. The Two-Party Joint Military Commission 
described in Article 12 shall determine the areas controlled by each 
party and the modalities of stationing. 

d) The regular forces of all services and arms and the 
irregular forces of the parties in South Vietnam shall stop all offensive 
activities against each other and shall strictly abide by the following 
stipulation s: 

- All acts of force on the ground, in the air, and on the 
sea shall be prohibited; 

- All hostile acts, terrorism and reprisals by both .sides 
will be banned. 


Article 4. - The United States will not continue its military in- 



volvement or intervene in the internal affairs of South Vietnam. 


Article 5. - Within sir.ty days of the signing of this agreement, 
there will be a total withdrawal from Soutli Vietnam of troops, military 
advisers, and military personnel, including tee.hni.eal military personnel 
and 1 1 1 i I i tar y persunntd a s< >e i al cd with (.he paei Ideation prog rani, ar- 
rn ament muni) ions, and war material of (he United States and those 


of (he oilier foreign eouniries allied with the United State.:; and with Ihe 


/Vffi-tlt. Cj % \t\\» Ol. re<->h v/fVudWo * oi 
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to nil par am il it ary organizations and the police £oi*cojwLll also be 


withdrawn within the same period of time. 


Article 6. - The dismantlement of all military bases of the United 
States and those of the other foreign countries allied with the United 
States and with tire Republic of Vietnam in South Vietnam shall be 


.completed within sh.ty days of the signing of this agreement. 




Article 7. - From the enforcement of the ceasefire to the for- 


mation of the government provided for in Articles 9b) and 9i) of this 
agreement, the two South Vietnamese parties shall not accept the 
introduction of troops, military advisers, and military personnel in- 


cluding technical military personnel, armaments, munitions, and 


V 


war material into South Vietnam/ '/*■•** *■*") **- £•»*** o P 

So«4-v, vm'vKuW) , 


T)u; two South Vietnamese parties shall be permitted to make 
periodical replacements of armaments, munitions and war material 
which have been worn out or damaged after the ceasefire, on the basis 
of piece-for- piece, of the same characteristics and properties, under 
the supervision of the Joint: Military Commission of flic, two South 


Vietnamese parties and of the International Commission of Control 

'c’W.'V' f“ "'“"-I i>„ 
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and Supervi ion, 
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Chapter III 

TJ 1 1 '.; R IOT U ] t N OF S :AP Tl ) RED MILI TARY PERS O NNE L 

AND FQ RJ'II GN ’CIY IFIAIT-; OF THE PARTIES 

\0 

Article 8. - a) The return of captured military personnel and 
foreign civilian?; of the parties shall be carried out simultaneously 
with and completed on the same day as the troop withdrawal mentioned 
in Article 5. Tire parties shall exchange complete lists of the above- 
mentioned captured military personnel and foreign civilians on the day 
of the signing of this agreement. 

b) The parties shall help each other to get information about 
those captured military personnel and foreign civilians of the parties 
missing in action, to determine the location and take care of the graves 
of the dead so as to facilitate tire exhumation and repatriation of the 
remains, and to take any such other measures as may be required to 
get .information about those still cm side red missing in action. 

c) The question of other Vietnamese civilian personnel de- 
tained in Soulh Vietnam and not covered by 8 a) above, will be resolved 
lay the South Vietnamese parties on the basis of the principles of 
Article 21 b) of the agreement on the cessation of hostilities in Vietnam 
of July 20, 1. 9.8-1 . The South Vietnamese parties will do so in a spirit 
of national, reroneil.iali.on and concord, with a view to ending haired and 
enmity, in order to case suffering and In reunite families. 

The two Soulh Vietnamese parlies will do their nl mod to resolve 
ibis question within three months slier the eeasefire eomes into ell'eet. 
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THE EXERCISE OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PE OP EE'S 


RJCil IT TO S .E i;f- deter min AT ION 


w 


Article 9. - The Government of the United States of America 


and the Government of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam undertake 
to respect the following principles for the exercise of the South Viet- 
namese people's right to self-determination: 

a) The South Vietnamese people's right to self-determination 
is sacred, inalienable, and shall be respected by all countries. 

b) The South Vietnamese people shall decide themselves 
the political, future of South Vietnam through genuinely free and dem- 
ocratic general elections under international supervision. 

The two South. Vietnamese parties under t- ke to respect 


the ceasefire and maintain peace in South Vietnam, settle all matter: 
of contention through negotiations, and avoid all armed conflict. 

Gd) The United States declares that it. respects the South 
Vietnamese people's right to self-determination; it is not committed 
to any political tendency or to any personality in South Vietnam; and 


it doe a not seek to ini pone a pro-American government in Saigon. 

7* — ^ 

<^e) Immediately after the ceasefire, the two South Vietnamese 


parties will: 


^ ~l)^.mocr'ai\ N u of 1 - (R * * vr\ «.li* <itc l<**t J ■'f ***■ 

f 4 rcjpfclj 'fUt V/Yt4**.*At.r? psop/t'j 4o Scl 1 /- 
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- achieve national roc one: LJ. i ut.i on and concord; end haired 
and enmity; prohibit all acts of reprisal and discrimination against 
individuals or organizations that have collaborated with one side or 
the other; 


- ensure the democratic liberties of the people: personal 
freedom, freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of 
’meeting, freedom of organization, freedom of political activities, 
freedom of belief, freedom of movement, freedom of residence, 
freedom of work, right to property ownership, and right to free 
enterprise. 


f) Immediately after the ceasefire, the two South Vietnamese 


parties shall 
and concord, 


hold consultations in 
mutual respect, and 

x- 


a spirit of national reconciliation 

{ thUtw* vNq tV* •f\***l\'**S 6 £ 

mutual non- elimination t.o setTipYan 

A 


administrative structure called the National Council of National Recon 


ciliation and Concord of three equal segments. The Council shall 
operate on the principle of unanimity. After the National Council of 
National Reconciliation, and Concord has assumed its functions, the 
two South Vietnamese parl ies will consult about the formation of 
councils at. lower levels. The two South Vi.elname.se parties, shall sign 
an agreement on Ihe internal matters of South Vietnam as soon as 
possible and do (heir utmost to accomplish this within three, months 


> SktoM us* fM. fer** " La r /a. 
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aficr tin: ceasefire conuvM into c/fcct, in keeping with Ihe South Viet- 
namese people's aspirations lor peace, indepe ndcnco and democ: vac. y. 

g) The N stional. Council of National Reconciliation and Concord 
shall have the task of prom oting the two South Vietnamese parties' 
implementation of the signed agreements, maintenance of the ceasefire, 
preservation of peace, achievement of national reconciliation and 
•concord and ensuring of democratic liberties. The National Council 
of National Reconciliation and Concord will j ^rg-arftR^ thc free and 
democratic general elections provided for in Article 9 b) and decide 
the procedures and modalities of these elections. The institutions 
for which the general elections arc to be held will be agreed upon 
through consultations between the two South Vietnamese parties. The 
National Council of National Reconciliation and Concord will also 
decide the procedures and modalities of such local elections as 'he 
two South Vietnamese parties agree upon. 

h.) The question of Vietnamese armed forces in South Vietnam 
shall he settled by the two South Vietnamese parties in a spirit of 

national reconciliation and concord, equality and mutual respect, without 

t -ft,** 0^4 5 fell of- v/ ^ a ) 

ifrrre-tgn int' : 'rf"i"-)v''^ m -w.,-o pq-.vw-.r, w ith the postwar situation. Among 

the question;; to he discussed by the two South Vietnamese parties are 
steps to reduce the military numbers on both sides, and to ilcmol) ili /.e 
the I r i h ip i; 1 > i - i iii’, reduced. 
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i) South Vietnam will pursue a foreign policy of peace and 
independence. It will respect the military provisions of the 1 954 
Geneva Agreements on Vietnam which prohibit the joining of any 
military alliance or military bloc or the maintenance by foreign powers 
of military bases, troops, military advisers and military personnel 
on its territory. It will maintain relations with all countries irrespec- 
tive of their political or social systems and accept economic and tech- 
nical aid from any country with no political conditions attached. 
acceptance of military aid by South Vietnam in the future shall come 
under the authority of the government set up after the gene, al elections 
in South Vietnam. 


Xn r«.| «*. lu' »*\j ooi'fh -Mm. X) a f*\ * < r h h' l. 

u>»'U Coo4vcffr«'l i' i\ o. co.1 S p/V* O'f- 
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Chapter V 


THE Jt.EUN. IF J CAT TON _ OF VJ.ET T'T A M AN D _T 1 IE R E 1 , ATI ON S 1 1 1 P 
BETVVEEN SOUTH MD NORTH VIETNAM 


\ 


nr 


Article 10. - As stipulated in the 1954 Geneva Agreements on 
Vietnam, the military demarcation line at the 17th parallel is only 

( 1 + 4 tv* <1 ». t » J 


provisional 

> A, 


.political or territorial boundary. 


m rcunific at ion of Vietnam shall be carried out step by step 
through peaceful means, on the basis of discussions and agreements 

between North r nd South. Vietnam, without coercion or annexation 

»•»>«) 

by either party, and without foreign interference. The time 

L r<tt < v P r « f od|y | j 

TTcnnification will be Jag rood upon by North and South Vietnam. 

r 

Pending ramification. South and North Vietnam shall promptly 
star' negotiations toward the reestablishment of normal relations in 
various fields. 

HerKt*. \AvUm* ^ n*r4* Vt'thx* ru/, 

A Pending reunification, iS-e mlh— ;md N n t1 i1i i ~* j E — fn mn -diall imf jm'n_ - s 

0a* t tr 

any military alliance or military bloc, and sh rill" - no4 allow foreign 
powers to maintain military bases, troops, military advisers, and 
military personnel, on their respective territories, as stipulated in 


the 1951 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam. 


A- 


/ * )'£ 1 *-r\ O. H tt. cTtT^cToku 

tofh r© . 
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ChapLer VI 


THE JOINT M I.1JTARY CO MMISSI ONS , 
T HE IN TERNA TIONA L, C O MMISSIO N 
OF CONT ROL A ND ST J PEI l V IS ION, 
TH E IN TERNA TIO NA L. CO NF ERENCE 


V* 

Article 11, -a) The Government of the United States of 
America, the'. Government of the Republic of Vietnam, the Gov- 
ernment of the Democratic. Republic of Vietnam and the Provi- 
sional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet- 
nam shall immediately designate representatives to form a Four- 
Party Jol it Military Commission with the task of ensuring joint 
action by the parties in implementing the following provisions of 
this agreement: 

- The first paragraph of Article 2, regarding 


the enforcement of the ceasefire throughout South Vietnam. 

- Article 3 a), regarding the ceasefire by 
U.S. forces and those of the oilier foreign countries allied Lo (he 


United States and the Republic of Vietnam. 


<T 


- A.iicle 3 c\) , regarding the ceasefire 
between all parlies in Sou lb Vietnam. 

- Article b rega rd i ng the withdrawal from 
Sou 1 1 1 Vietnam of 1 1 . ,S . I is n > p and those of Mu', oilier fo re i gn 

+ ^ *>) ^^ ***!■'*! w Ht- Hon- 
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(.ounl ri or; allied with (he United , Slate;: and with the Republic of 
Vietnam, 

- Article regarding (lie di sma n tl em on I: of 

military bay os in South Vietnam of the United States and those of 

(die other foreign countries allied with the United States and wilh 

the Republic of Vietnam. 

— \0 

- Article X> regarding' the return of captured 

military personnel and foreign civilians of the parties. 

b) The four --party Joint Military Commission 
shall operate in accordance with the principle of consultations 
and unanimous agreement. Disagreements shall he referred to 
the Internationa] Commission of Control and Supervision. 

c) The four-party Joint Military Commission shall 
begin operating immediately after the signing of this agreement 
and end its activities after Ihe implementation of the first para- 
graph of Article 2, Articles 3a) and 3c), and Articles 5, 6 and 8 
of Ibis agreement. 

d) The four parlies shall agree immediately on 
the orga nina.lhm, Ihe .or king proeedure, means of activity, and 

expenditures, of Ihe four- parly .’loin l Military Commission. 

\ M- 

A slide 12. - The. ( a >ve none nl of the.' Re public of Vieluam 


and Ihe Provisional Revolutionar y (love rnJiH'nl of (he Republic 

- B rfiRU % j y* 4 * P /he 
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of South Vji'lii.nn shall immediately designate rep re y e n la live f? 
to form a Joint Military Commission composed of the Iwo South 
Vietnamese parties wilh the task of ensuring joint action by the: 
two South Vietnamese parties in implementing the following pro- 
visions of this agreement concerning the two parties: 

- The first paragraph of Article 2, regarding (he 
enforcement of the ceasefire throughout South Vietnam, when the 
Four Party Joint Military Commission has ended its activities. 

- Article 31), regarding the cease-fire between the 
South Vietnamese parties. 

- Article 3c), regarding the ceasefire between all 
parties in South Vietnam, when the Four Party Joint Military 

C o mm i s s ion lia s e n d e d i t s ucti v i l ies. 

- Article 7, regarding the introduction of troops 
into South Vietnam and all its other provisions. 

- Article 9 h), regarding the question of Vietnam- 
ese armed forces in Sou Ur Vietnam. 

Disagreements .shall be: referred lo the* Internal iona] Com- 
mission of Coni ml and Supervision. After the. signing of this 
agreement, (he two- parly Join! Military Commission shall agree 
immediately on the measures and the organisation aimed at 
enforcing llu- ee.asefi.ro and preserving, po.ueo in South Vietnam. 


Approved For Release 2004/06/14 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000400090034-8 



Approved Foi^lease 2004/06/lf; CIA-RDP80R0172«l6<)00400090034-8 


A r tic 1 e I 3. -a) A fit; r the signing of Ibis agreement, an 
Ini t; r national Commission of Control and Supervision shall be; 
established i mm < • d ia t c 1 y . 

b) Until tlu; international guarantee conference 
makes definitive arrangement;:, the International Commission of 
Control and Supervision will report to the four parties on matters 
concerning the control and supervision of the implementation of 
the following provisions of this agreement: 

- The first paragraph of Article 2, regarding 
the enforcement of the ceasefire in South Vietnam. 

- Article 3a), regarding the ceasefire by U.S. 
forces and those of the other foreign countries allied Lo the 
United States. 


- Article 3c), regarding the ceasefire between 


all the parties in South Vietnam. 

- Article 5, regarding the withdrawal from 
South Vietnam of U.S. troops and hose of the other foreign 

countries allied will) the U.S. and with the Republic of Vietnam. 

7 


- Article regarding the dismantlement of 


military buses in South Vietnam of the. United Slates and those of 
the other foreign countries allied with the U.S. and with the Republic 
o f Vietnam. 


'K^roi/e^^Sr ’Relia^e fob4}p6/14 ^CIA-^D^80^7^0^004000900a4-8 ^ p 
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- A rtid i: '&>. regarding (he: return of captured 
milila ry pr r sonnel and foreign civilians of the parties. 

Tlu; International Commission of Control and Supervision 
shall form control teams for carrying out its tasks. The four 
parties shall agree immediately on the location and operation of 
these teams. The; parties will facilitate their operation. 

c) Until the international guarantee conference 
makes definitive arrangements, the International Commission of 
Control and Supervision will report to the two South Vietnamese 
parties for the control and supervision of the implementation of 
the following provisions of this agreement: 

- The first paragraph of Article 2, regarding 
the enforcement of the ceasefire throughout South Vietnam. 

- Article 3 b), regarding the ceasefire between 
the South Vietnamese parties. 


- Article 3 c), regarding the ceasefire, between 
all parlies in South Vietnam, when the Four Party Joint Military 
Commission has ended its activities. 


troops into South 


gene rn 1 e. ] ce 1 i < > n s 


- Article'?., regarding the introduction of 

Vietnam and all its other provisions. 

V\ 


- Article'll.)), regarding the free and democratic 
in Smi 1 1 1 Vietnam. 
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- Article ^ h), regarding any ng ferments 
rcadiod between (lie two Vi etnamese pa r tic s on (be reduction of 
military immln'.rK of I In Vielnamc.se armed forces in South Viet- 
nam and the demobili/.ation of troops being reduced. 

The International Commission of Control and Supervision shall 
form international control learns for carrying out. these tasks. The 
two .South Vietnamese parties shall agree immediately on the loca- 
tion and operation of these teams. The pa rties will facilitate 
their operation. 


d) The International Commission of Control and 

4 (Wo- 

Supervision shall be composed of representatives of few e ounl r i e s : 


Canada. Hungary, Indonesia and Poland. (Jpie chairmanship of (hi 


. £p: 


Commission w: ‘ 1. rota te among the members for specific periods to 

A 1 f ^ w fW tit 

be determined by the Comniis sicniTt °’f -f ^ ftvt ■ 

o.*m| - 

Fo-l-evv It mr S rUiViiA.. 

c) The Internationa] Commission of Control and *** 


Supervision shall carry out its tasks in accordance with the. 

lo t>"h + Co S *'t>* 

principle of respect for sovereignty. 1 1?** fo l'r> Witb'it o_ 

ofK«tb. Co*w7/v T* * 

f) The international Commission of Control and 
Supervision shall opei. ,.e in accordance wil.h (he princ iple of c.onaulLa- 


li.ons and 1,111,1 1 1 i m H - 


rt\O*y0rt V k^ . 


1 


g.) The 1 11 1 e n ia ! i ona 1 Cnnimiscion of Control and 


Supi rvisicni shall begin opera ling when a ceasefire comes into 
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f ortl : in Viclmun, As regards Hit- pr ovi si ems in Article 13b) con- 
corning the four parti ok, (lie: International Commission of Control 
and Supervision shall end its activities when (lie Commission s 
tasks of control and supervision regarding these provisions have, 
been fulfilled. As regards lire provisions in Article 13 e)conccrn- 
ing the two South Vietnamese parties, tin International Commission 
of Control and Supervision shall end its activities on the request of 
the government formed after the general elections provided for in 
Article 9 b). 

h) The four parties shall agree immediately on the 
organization, means of action, and expenditures of the International 
Commission of Control and Supervision. The relationship between 
the International Commission and the international guarantee con- 
ference will be agreed upon by (be International Commission and 
the international conference. 

Article' 14. - The parlies agree on the convening of an inter- 
national conference within 30 days of (he signing of this agrcenvnt: 
to acknowledge the signed agreements; to guarantee the ending of 
the war, the maintenance of peace in Vietnam, the- respect of the 
Vietnamese people's fundamental national rights, and the South Viet- 
namese peoph 

gua r.mlrc peace in hid<>c b i na . 
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The: United Status and the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
will propose to the following parlies that they participate in this 
intern, tional conference: the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, 
the People's Republic of China, France, the United Kingdom, the 
four countries of the International Commission of Control and 
Supervision, and the Secretary General of the United Nations, 
together with par lies to the Paris Conference on Vietnam, 

o-W* 
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Chapter VII 

CA M 1 1 OP T A A N D LAOS 

Article: 15. -a) The Government, of the United States of 
America, the Government of the Republic of Vietnam, the Gov- 
ernment of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and the Pro- 
visional Revolutionary Government of the Republic of South Viet- 
nam shall strictly respect the- Cambodian and the L' ! o peoples' 
fundamental national rights as recognized by the 1954 Geneva 
Agreements on Indochina and the 19^2 Geneva Agreements on 
Laos, i„ e, the independence, sovereignty, unity, and territorial 
integrity of these countries. They shall respect the neutrality 
of Cambodi and Laos. 

The Government of the United States of America, the Gov- 
ernment: of the Republic of Vietnam, the Government of the Demo- 
cratic- Republic of Vietnam, and the Provisional Revolutionary Gov- 
ernment. of the Republic of South Vietnam, undertake to refrain from 

using the territory of Cambodia and the territory of Laos to encroach 

t ly *.(| O 

on the: sovereignty and security of other countries^ **•>** fUrfb • (* 

bJYT'orei gn countries shall put an end to all military 
activities in Laos, and Cambodia, totally withdraw from and refrain 
from reintroducing into these I wo countries troops, military ad- 
visors and military personnel, armaments, munitions and war material. 
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c) The. jjilcrnal affairs of Cambodia ami Laos shall 
be so I lied by Ihe people of each of these countries without foreign 
interference, 

d) The probl ems existing between the |H t t u t^ Jndo - 
Chinese countries shall be settled by the Indochinese parties on 
the basis of respect for each other's independence, sovereignty, 
and territorial integrity, and non-intcr for enc e in each other's 
inter nal affairs, 

'J-Vcn ^ y, ^ 'fa^r In JocIm'* t W»'ll (? 6 

Suck i pro p * *F ^ lo 

■people © -p S Oot~*A 

~£r?cf-*j <|eCi N t|*. 4-o 1 %, ©. r/>« « w e r 

+•»'*/»? £r©.v\t. ©“P i 'r own LMroerff cj 

L^e* S flit. 
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Chapter V J II 

TIT 1.0 R IvL ATl ONSH IP llE TWKKN 
THE UNITE J )_ S T AT IQ S O P A MER IC A AN D 
THE DEMOC R ATI C REJ TJ IVT.1C OF VIETNAM 

Article 16. - The United States expects that this agreement 
will usher in an era of reconciliation with the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam as with all the peoples of Indochina. In pursuance of its 
traditional policy, the United States will contribute to healing the 
wounds of war and to post-war reconstruction of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam and throughout Indochina. 

Article 17. - The ending of the war, the restoration of peace 
in Vietnam, and the strict implementation of this agreement will 
create conditions for establishing a new, equal, and mutually bene- 
ficial rela.tion.ship between the Democratic Republic of Vietnam 
and the United States on the basis of respect for each other's inde- 
pendence and sovereignty, and non-interfercncc in each other's 
internal affairs. At the same' time it will ensure stable peace in 
Vietnam and contribute' to the preservation of lasting peace in Indo- 
china and Southeast Asia. 
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-23- 

Cliapl c r IX 

OTH ER P ROVI SIONS 

Article 18. - This agreement shall come into force as of 
its signing. It will be strictly implemented, by all [he parties 
c one erned. 

Done in on , 1972, 

in Vietnamese and English. The Vietnamese and the English 
texts are official and equally authentic. Subsequently a French 
text will be prepared for reference. * 
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